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PARISH STAFF 
 
Fr. Rick Lambert,  
  Pastor 
Laura Brickson, 
  School Principal 
Carol Amundson,  
  Office Manager 
Margaret Rasmussen,      
  Religious Formation    
  Coordinator 
Misty Mehrkens, 
   Youth Minister 
Carolyn Holecek, 
   RCIA  Coordinator 
Mitchell Hoard,  
  Building and Grounds  

 
Diocesan Victims  

Assistance Coordinator 
CINDY HULST, LSW 

218.281.7895 
(safe, confidential line) 

 
Mass is celebrated on the 

weekends at: 
5:00 P.M. on Saturday 

Sunday at 8:30 A.M.  
   (live streamed)   

         
 Please refer to “This Week 
in the Parish” for the times 

of the weekday Masses 
 
 

Those wishing to celebrate 
the Sacrament of Marriage 

are asked to contact the 
Pastor at least six months 

prior to the intended 
  date of the celebration 

 
Christmas Mass Times 

 
     Christmas Eve, Thursday - December 24 
    4:00 P.M.  
     6:00 P.M. (Live Streamed) 
    10:00 P.M.  
 
     Christmas Day, Friday - December 25 
    9:00 A.M (Live Streamed) 



 
Please remember those who have asked for our prayers:   

Mrs. Rosalie Burda,  Marguerite Barth, Brian Williamson, Tony Dorn, Sr. , Lowell Arlt, Gary Arlt, Danielle Weckwerth, 
Ed Walseth, Madeline Baumann, Merlin Stone, Darlene Gast, Rodney Wayne, Donna Kotaska, Fred Sorenson Jr., 

Timmy Nelson, Tom Miller, Elaine Radniecki, Rachael Carlson, Carlos Diaz, Tim Przybylski, Penny Radniecki Kalar, 
Duane Lusignan, Jannelle Knott,  Brian Huerd, Gordon Peterson, Frank Miller, Fern Melby, Theresa Linnertz, 
Randy Winter, Alayna Espeseth, Michael Andersen, Andrea Dowers, Gail Hjelle, David Carlson, Kim Osowski,  

Larry Schaefer, Bev Oski Hayes, Mikey Hedegard, Kristi Jobe, Dave Jobe, Patrick Odette, Mae Derosier, Matthew Kaiser, 
       John Parent, Anda Pretty On Top, Renee Miller, Cheryl McClenahan,  Jeremy Johnson, Dan Dowers, Faye Brinkman, 

      Phillis Rhineberger, Lisa Swanson, Grace Rundell, Judy Langhorst, Michael Kruse, John Barry, Corey Refshaw,  
       Marion Arneson, Richard Perrault, Hensley Gaffaney, Emily Novacek, Marty Torgerson, Paul Fladland,  Gary Lane,  

Brett Hyland, Micki Taddy, Gerald Kostrzewski, Lori Kristo, Sherrill McDonald, Dennis Srnsky, Katy Seed,  
Doreen Dargon, Sharon Kozojed, Cindi Determan, Sr. Edwine Gerou, Candace Schafer, Wanda Murphy, Judy Taylor,  

Grace Bohnenkamp, Mary Ann Lambert, Bonnie Audette, Renee Omann, Jolie Martinez, Crosby Gerszewski,  
Jane Palm, Patty Anderson, Audrey Berard, Delphine Ottesen, Nancy Gardner, Randy Rasmussen,  
Pete Christianson, Angie Kayfes, Adeline Borowicz, Donald Knutson, Jerry Holmaas, Leroy Nelson,  

 
   If you wish to have someone placed on the prayer list OR would like a name removed, phone the parish office (681.3571). 

RELIGIOUS FORMATION NEWS 
By Margaret Rasmussen 

Margaret.Rasmussen@stbernardstrf.com 

YOUTH NEWS 
By Misty Mehrkens 

Misty.Mehrkens @ stbernardstrf.com 
FB: @st.bernardsyouthgroup     IG: @st_byouth 

Hello Young Church! 
  
Its an exciting Gospel reading today!  The angel Gabriel ap‐
pears to Mary and announces that she would conceive and 
become the mother of Jesus, the Son of God! It is difficult to 
even imagine Mary’s response to Gabriel.  Instead of be‐
coming angry or frustrated or even scared, Mary responds 
with only one question: “How can this be so?” Mary’s rela‐
tionship with God is so strong that her question is not one 
of doubt, even though doubt would be a completely normal 
response!  Instead, placing her compete trust in God, Mary 
asks Gabriel for some clarification.  Very simply stated, Mary 
says, “Help me understand.” 
 Think about your own life.  Next time you are presented 
with a difficult situation, remember today’s Gospel and the 
woman of faith who responds to the working of God in her 
life.  Take a deep breath and ask God to help you under‐
stand. 

  
Friday is Christmas Day!!   

It’s easy to be swept up into the last minute 
Christmas preparations – shopping, decorating, 
etc… (I’m first to admit!!) 

Until then, however, let’s spend some time every day this 
week in prayer as we consider the anticipation Mary and 
Joseph must have felt as they waited for Jesus’ birth – not 
just as their child but also as the promised Messiah who 
would save the world!  Merry Christmas!! 
  
“I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely 
with joy and peace because you trust in him.  Then you will 
overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy 
Spirit.” ~ Romans 15:13 

Monday,	Dec.	21st:	St.	B’s	Youth	Group	
Christmas	Party:	Virtual	Bingo		
@	7:00	pm	for	all	6th‐12th	graders.		

 
Let’s get together for some fun games of bin-
go and prizes!   

I would much rather gather in person, but we can make the 
virtual version fun, too!  The link to join the game is found 
on Remind (@stbyouth1) Instagram (@st_byouth) and  
Facebook (@st.bernardsyouthgroup). I’ll give you the di-
rections on how to get your bingo card from there. Feel 
free to wear an ugly Christmas sweater or a Santa hat, Ru-

Dec. 23 & 30 – No Religious Ed classes  
Dec. 27 & Jan. 3 – No Sunday School  
Jan. 6- Change in schedule!  
Diocesan Zoom Night grades 6-12 with Fr. Rob Galea 
Jan. 10- 9:20 am Sunday School 
Jan. 13- 6:30 pm Grades 6&7 RE 
Jan. 17- 9:20 am Sunday School  
Jan. 20- 7:00 pm Middle School Diocesan “Together in Spir-
it” Zoom Night 
 
3 Symbols of Christmas 
Advent and Christmas are liturgical times that are particularly 
rich in symbols. Often, we are used to them but are still lacking 
many of the key elements that can help us take full advantage 
of them. 
 
The Christmas tree is the most visible and frequent symbol for 
Christmas. Unfortunately, we don’t always give it a religious 
meaning. The commercial world has appropriated the Christ-
mas tree as if it were simply a symbol of the “holidays” and 
completely ignore the centrality of the Our Lord’s role. While 
the traditions that each family may use can vary, what’s im-
portant is that we remember and make it clear that the Christ-
mas tree is a Catholic symbol. Here are a few examples. Some 
families usually allow the youngest child to be the one that puts 
the star on the tip of the trip. Some families arm the tree while 
praying the joyful mysteries of the rosary. Others ask the par-
ish priest to bless the Nativity scene and the tree. Still others 
will offer up special prayers for every decoration that goes up 
on the tree: blue ones represent prayers of repentance, sil-
ver ones represent thanksgiving, gold ones represent praise 
and red one represent petitions.  
 
Another symbol that comes from ancient Europe which, thank-
fully, is becoming more and more popular is that of the Advent 
Wreath. The advent wreath helps us follow along more in-
tensely the four weeks that precede Christmas. As we lite the 
candles, we are prepare ourselves to receive our Lord Jesus. 
Every Sunday we can participate all together as a family by 
preparing a little liturgy, emphasizing the particular aspects of 
the Advent time. 
 
Lastly, but certainly not least, is the Nativity Scene. This is a 
beautiful tradition that was begun by the great Saint Francis of 
Assisi and was then subsequently diffused throughout the 
world by the Franciscans. In it’s initial years, they were 
“living nativity scenes” and only later did they become figures 
made out of clay, wax, etc. Every family interacts with the na-
tivity scenes in their own way. Some families, every Sunday of 
Advent, add figures and do a little theatre to narrate the story 
so that the little ones can get to know them. The birth is, of 
course, the emblematical symbol of the day of Christmas. As 
such, it is on Christmas that the little baby child is finally 
placed in the nativity scenes. Usually, the family will gather 
and sing Christmas carols in order to celebrate.    

        

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 
  
21 - Monday - Song of Songs 2: 8-14 or Zephaniah 3: 14-18a– Psalm 33: 2-3.11-12. 20-21– Luke 1: 39-45 
             No Mass Today 
              
22- Tuesday -  1 Samuel 1: 24-28– 1 Samuel 1:1. 4-5  6-7. 8abcd. —Luke 1: 46-56 
             8:00 A.M Mass + Bob Giauque 
             8:30 A.M. to 10:00 P.M. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
            11:00 A.M. Sacrament of Reconciliation   
             6:30 P.M. RCIA                       
23- Wednesday - Malachi 3: 1-4. 23-24– Psalm 25: 4-5a. 8-9. 10 & 14—Luke 1: 57-66 
 9:00 A.M. Staff Meeting 
 9:00 A.M. Church Decorating for Christmas 
 5:15 P.M. Mass +Tessie Stoltman Urbanowich 
 5:45 P.M. Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 5:45 P.M. Rosary  
 No Religious Education Classes  
 8:00 P.M. Men’s Prayer Group   
  
24- Thursday - 2 Samuel 7: 1-5.8b-12.14a.16—Psalm 89: 2-3.4-5. 27&29—Luke 1:67-79 
       Christmas Eve— Isaiah 62:1-5 - Psalm 89: 4-5.16-17.27.29 (2a) -Acts 13: 16-17.22-25– Matthew 1-25 or 18-25 
 NO ADORATION of the Blessed Sacrament 
 4:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Mass + Parents of Bernie & Evie Huot 
 6:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Mass + R (Live Streamed) 
           10:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Mass - For the People   
 
25- Friday - The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)  
 Isaiah 62: 11-12—Psalm 98:1. 2-3. 3-4.5-6 (3c) -Hebrews 1:1-6—John 1:1-18 or John 1: 1-5. 9-14   
 9:00 A.M Christmas Mass +  Bernie Burger (Live Streamed)  
 Parish Offices Closed  
  
26 - Saturday – Acts 6: 8-10; 7:54-59—Psalm 31: 3cd-4. 6 & 8ab. 16bc & 17—Matthew 10:17-22 
             4:00 P.M. Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 4:30 P.M  Rosary  
 5:00 P.M. Mass—For the People 
                                                                                                
27–  Holy Family Sunday—Sirach 3:2-6,12-14– Psalm 105:1-2,3-4.5-6,8-9 - Colossians  3:12-21 or 12-17  
 Hebrews 11: 8,11-12,17-19  
              8:00 A.M. Rosary Recitation 
             8:30 A.M. Mass  + Vivian Bruggeman 
             NO Sunday School Classes 
            10:30 A,M. Mass +Lawrence Brunelle 
  
  



St. Bernard’s  Church is  Offering 
 Online Giving.  For  additional  
information , or to sign up, visit our 
website: www.stbenardscc.org 

       
St. Bernard’s Building Campaign  

 
    Pledged to Date: $ 2,807,255.26 

 
  Received to Date: $ 1,526,272.59 

  

If you or someone you know has been a victim of 
sexual misconduct on the part of a priest, deacon, or 
individual representing the Diocese of Crookston, its 
parishes, or its schools, your first call should be to 
law enforcement.  In addition, the diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator is available at 218-281-7895 
(24 hour confidential number). 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
The SPIRIT of the LORD GOD is upon me because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring glad tidings 
to the lowly, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives, release to the prisoners, and to announce 
a year of favor from the Lord.  
 

SUNDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Sunday, December 13, 2020   
 
Weekly Offertory Total……………….$  9.148.50 
Weekly Offertory Budget……………. $10,362.00 
  
Excess/Shortfall……………………   -  $1213.50 

MEMORIALS:  
 
MEMORIALS TO THE BUILDING FUND 
 
In memory of Orville & Steven Joppru by Marian Joppru 
Family  

Are you unable to leave your home to get gro-
ceries or other supplies? Do you know someone 
who cannot get out because they are sick or 
they are vulnerable? If so, the Knights of Co-
lumbus wants to help you and your loved ones. 

During this pandemic the Knights of Columbus will gladly 
pick up your shopping for you and deliver to your home. 
For more information please call Mark Christiansen at 
(218)556-0037. 

SUBSCRIBE TO eOND FOR THE LATEST AND BIGGEST        
DIOCESE OF CROOKSTON NEWS!  

Our Northland Diocese, official publication of the Diocese of 
Crookston since 1946, is available via eOND, an electronic news-
letter full of the latest and biggest news of our local Church!  

In addition to monthly print issues delivered to household mail-
boxes, eOND arrives to email inboxes twice monthly. Each eOND 
offers local, national and world news published digitally between 
print issues, as well as local monthly commentary.  

Parishes pay an annual subscription rate of $15.67 per household 
for all services but opt-in is required for eOND. Subscribing is as 
simple as providing your name and email address so do not delay! 
Visit >> www.crookston.org/subscribe  

Use this link below or the 
 QR code to go  directly to the 
St. Bernard’s giving webpage. 

 
  This can be used for parish, 

school, weekly Masses, or any-
thing that is set up for giving!  

 
The link is case sensitive  

 http://bit.ly/StBGive  

             

     
2020 Advent Bible Study 
From the Office of Formation in  

Discipleship 
Living the Word 
The “Living the Word” Bible study is available on the 
Diocese of Crookston web site to any parishioner who is 
seeking a basic Bible study experience. The Office of 
Formation in Discipleship presented this as an “Advent 
Bible Study” and we are holding zoom sessions this 
month. Still, the Bible study is suitable for use at any 
time of the year and so individual parishioners or groups 
can use it at any time. They can access the bible study by 
going to the Diocese of Crookston web page, click on 
“Discipleship” and then on “Bible Study” that appears in 
the drop-down menu.  

 
 
 Help make our Christmas Celebration Special at St. Bernard’s  
by donating toward our Christmas Decorations and Poinsettias in memory/honor of a 
loved one. Please clip and place in the collection basket or bring or mail to the Parish 
Office, 105 Knight Ave. N., Thief River Falls, MN 56701. A list will be published in the 
bulletin after Christmas: 

 
Your Name   Phone   

In Memory/Honor of: 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
iPad Donations 

 
 
 Project Genesis is a wonderful program in a very underserved region in 
Guatemala that serves 140+ children and provides education reinforce-
ment, nutrition, health and wellness and promotes faith-centered virtues 
and values.  In February, the children will be back in school, but due to 
Covid-19, schools will be online. Most of the children attending Project 
Genesis do not have access to devices to even be able to participate in 
school during Covid-19.   
We are seeking to gather enough used devices to turn Project Genesis into 
an online laboratory where the children can come each day and participate 
virtually in their education.  They need to be in good working condition 
and be able to support Google Chrome, email, some word processing and 
virtual conferencing 

 
If you are or know of someone - individual, school, business, etc. that is in the process of updating laptops, 
Google Chromebooks, iPads, or other tablets, please contact me at misty.mehrkens@stbernardstrf.com  or 
call me at 681-3571.  We deeply appreciate it! 

The Christmas decorating of St. Bernard's 
will take place on Wednesday, December 
23rd.  We will begin at 9:00 am.  All help 
would be appreciated, even if for a bit!  






